The Words upon the Window-pane

ever attained in society and the State. , . * His
ideal order was the Roman Senate, his ideal men
Brutus and Cato ; such an order and such men had
seemed possible once more/ The Cambridge under-
graduate into whose mouth I have put these words
may have read similar words in Oliver, * the last
brilliant addition to English historians/ for young
men such as he read the newest authorities;
probably Oliver and he thought of the influence at
Court and in public life of Swift and of Leibniz,
of the spread of science and of scholarship over
Europe, its examination of documents, its destruc-
tion of fables, a science and a scholarship modern
for the first time, of certain great minds that were
medieval in their scope but modern in their free-
dom* I must, however, add certain thoughts of
my own that affected me as I wrote. I thought
about a passage in the Grammont Memoirs where
some great man is commended for his noble
. manner, as we commend a woman for her beauty
or her charm ; a famous passage in the Appeal jrom
tie New to tie Old WUgs commending the old Whig
aristocracy for their intellect and power and because
their doors stood open to like-minded men; the
palace of Blenheim, its pride of domination that
expected a thousand years, something Asiatic in its
carved intricacy of stone,
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